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President's Message  

  

The WMCMA Holiday Luncheon was a wonderful success. 

Thank you to those who contributed through donations of 

food for the Lynnwood Food Bank, DVDs for American 

soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan, and gift baskets/items 

for the silent auction. Over $1,400 was raised and 

donated to the Puget Sound Chapter of Canine 

Companions for Independence. 

  

It has been an honor to serve as the WMCMA President 

this past year. I would like to thank the many people 

who contributed to the success of our organization.  To 

our vendor partners who sponsored meetings and 

provided guest speakers--thank you for your support of 

WMCMA! 

To the individuals who participated on the various 

committees and the hard-working board members--thank 

you for all the support, insights, and help you have 

provided. And a special thank you to Sharon Berry for 

her phenomenal work as our business manager.  

 

WMCMA will continue to move forward under the 

leadership of Tess Brown, President-elect, and the board 

members in 2010.  

  

Thank you for your participation and support of WMCMA.  

  

Blessings and peace to you this Holiday Season,  

 

Dianne Gesner-Moore 

WMCMA President 2009 
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WMCMA December 2009 Annual Holiday Luncheon 
Highlights  

On December 10, 2009, WMCMA held its annual Holiday Luncheon at 

the Lynnwood Convention Center in Lynnwood, WA.  Over 90 people 

attended this festive event which was free to members with a food 

bank donation.  WMCMA attendees donated 378 pounds of food and 

$20 cash to the Lynnwood Food Bank, the most generous donation we've given to 

date to the local food bank. Other highlights included:  

  

Annual Silent Auction - Thanks to the generous donations from our members, 

attendees, and vendors, WMCMA raised $1,400 to donate to this year's WMCMA 

charity of choice, Canine Companions for Independence. 

  

Canine Companions for Independence - Puget Sound Chapter 

President Lisa Akin and her training dog Makia provided a delightful 

presentation about their organization and the work they do to provide 

highly-trained assistance dogs for children and adults with disabilities, 

free of charge.   

  

   

Bead for Life - WMCMA once again sponsored a BeadforLife table, a 

cause to help Ugandan women and their families make a better life for 

themselves. BeadforLife was recently highlighted on the Today Show 

on December 15, 2009!  Watch the Today Show clip. Thank you to 

Gloria Simmons and Lisa Schessler for coordinating this effort.  

  

  

In addition to these highlights, the new Board of Directors for 2010 was announced 

and the CM awards for Case Manager of the Year and Excellence in Case 

Management were presented. The DVDs for Soldiers campaign resulted in WMCMA 

collecting 30 DVDs to send to troops in Afghanistan, thanks to Board member 

Nancy Campbell.  Santa Claus also paid his annual visit and the beautiful holiday 

guitar music of Casey Cagley entertained us throughout this festive event of 

networking, giving, and recognition.   

  

Holiday Luncheon Picture Album: 
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L to R: Food bank donation table; Silent auction tables; Casey Cagley, guitarist 

  

  

 

 L to R: Wendell Matas, Master of Ceremonies and President Dianne Gesner-Moore; 

WMCMA members Judy Neufeld and Kathleen Tate;  

WMCMA Exec Director Sharon Berry and Board Member Jill Easton. 

  

  

L to R: David McCaughey, Jill Easton, Diane Stortz, Cathy Jo Hall, and Dianne 

Gesner-Moore; Santa Claus visits WMCMA 

Congratulations to the 2009 WMCMA Case 
Management Award Recipients  

Congratulations to Jennifer Windau for winning the 2009 

WMCMA Case Manager of the Year Award and to Maureen 

Leyva for winning the 2009 WMCMA Excellence in Case 

Management Award!  Both recipients were 

recognized during December's Annual Holiday luncheon with 

a plaque, a $100 gift card, and a free 1 year membership to CMSA/WMCMA.     

  

The nominees for the WMCMA Excellence In Case Management Award were Virginia 

Edwards, Jan Hudson, Maureen Leyva, Susan Marchand, Sue Meador-Flett, Jo 

Merkli, Kathleen Parry, and Cherri Trettevik.  

  



The nominees for the WMCMA Case Manager of the Year Award were Julie Blaswich, 

Tess Brown, Judy Neufeld, Lisa Schessler, Gloria Simmons, Diane Stortz, and 

Jennifer Windau. 

  

Congratulations to everyone! 

  

Pictured above, L to R: Maureen Leyva, Jennifer Windau 

Your 2010 WMCMA Board of Directors  

WMCMA members have voted and the results are in.  We are happy to 

announce your 2010 Board of Directors, who will start their positions on January 

1st: 

  

President:  Tess Brown 

Vice President/President-Elect:  Gloria Simmons 

Secretary:  Cathy Jo Hall 

Treasurer:  David McCaughey 

Board Members/Directors:  Julie Blaswich, Jill Easton, Mary Hughes, Brent 

Korte, Karen Ledoux, Christopher Mendez, Kathy Parry, Diane Stortz. 

  

We appreciate the commitment and time that these volunteers give to WMCMA and 

its members.  We look forward to another active and successful year! 

 

Pictured L to R:  David McCaughey, Karen Ledoux, Jill Easton, Gloria Simmons, 

Tess Brown, Julie Blaswich, Kathy Parry, Diane Stortz, Dianne Gesner-Moore, Cathy 

Jo Hall.  Not pictured: Mary Hughes, Brent Korte, Christopher Mendez 

WMCMA Monthly Meeting is January 14, 2010  

  

The Evolving Epidemic: HIV Epidemiology, Testing, and 

Treatment Initiation 

Presented by Peter Shalit, MD 

11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Lynnwood Convention Center 

(check-in 11:00 ~ Buffet lunch 11:20 ~ Program 11:45) 

driving directions 

Cost: $20 members; $38 non-members; $10 teleconference  
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Application has been made to the Commission for Case Manager Certification to 

accredit this activity for 1.0 hour of CCM CEUs.  

  

Since the first case of AIDS reported in the United States in 1981, much has been 

learned in the diagnosis of AIDS and HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.  Over 1.1 

million people live with HIV today, with 21% of them not even aware of their 

diagnosis.  Please join us in this informative presentation on the picture of HIV 

today.   

  

Key learning objectives will include: 

 History of HIV disease and epidemiology  

 Current DHHS guidelines for screening, management, and treatment  

 HIV in the aging population  
 Managing HIV as a chronic disease 

About the Speaker  

Peter Shalit, MD is an Internal Medicine physician in private practice in 

Seattle, Washington.  Dr. Shalit was born and raised in the greater New 

York/New Jersey area.  He moved to Seattle in the late 1970s and 

graduated from the University of Washington Medical School in 1985.  

His involvement in HIV care started in the early 1980s while still in 

medical school.  Dr. Shalit has been in full time medical practice since 

1990 and takes care of a large number of people living with HIV among 

a diverse group of adults of all ages, gender identities and sexual orientations.  He 

is Board Certified by the American College of Physicians and the American Academy 

of HIV Medicine.  Dr. Shalit holds a Clinical Faculty position as Clinical Associate 

Professor of Medicine at the University of Washington.  Since 1995 he has directed 

the HIV Research Program at Swedish Medical Center in Seattle, and has 

collaborated in numerous clinical trials of HIV treatments.  He lectures frequently to 

students, other providers, and community groups on various aspects of HIV as well 

as health care of sexual and gender minorities.  

  

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 

Register online here through our secure website, or call the WMCMA office at (425) 

329-9456 or email sharonb.wmcma@gmail.com. Deadline to register is Friday 

January 8, 2009.  Please help us by registering early so we can get an accurate 

headcount for lunch and room space.  

  

We thank Gilead for sponsoring January's Meeting 

 

2009 Summary of WMCMA Event Offerings  

To see and/or print a summary of all the WMCMA programs and event offered in 

2009 including CCM CEU offerings, click here.    
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Other Events of Interest   

If your company is holding an event that would be of interest to our audience, we 

will include that in our monthly newsletter free of charge.  Send the details of your 

event to sharonb.wmcma@gmail.com by the 2nd week of each month to have your 

event advertised in that month's newsletter, which comes out the 3rd week of each 

month.    

Attend Our Monthly Meetings Via Teleconference   

Are you interested in attending our monthly educational 

programs but live too far or can't get away from your desk?  

You can attend most of our meetings by telephone and 

receive the CCM CEUs for attending.  WMCMA has offered 

teleconferencing into our meetings for over a year now, and 

based on attendee feedback, we recently changed 

Teleconference Service Providers to provide better quality 

listening. Our attendees have noticed a positive difference in 

the quality of the call, so if you've tried it in the past and it 

didn't work for you then, make sure and check it out again.  

Teleconferencing costs $10 which includes the toll-free phone 

line and the CCM CEUs. Speakers often provide us with their 

Powerpoint presentation that we send to you so you can follow along as well.  If 

you are interested in this option, look for it in the program notices that we email to 

you and sign up to try it!  

Advertise your CM Position with WMCMA  

Did you know that WMCMA is able to advertise job opportunities directly to 

our members and other case management professionals who are on our email list?  

We've had many employers tell us that they fill their positions based on the 

advertising done through us.  Our members appreciate hearing about job 

opportunities available to them and employers feel they are really able to gear their 

open positions towards their intended audience.  To learn more about our classified 

advertising process, click here.    
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